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SBPO Announces Four Teams Shortlisted to Plan The Bay 
The four teams will participate in interviews in early October  
 
SARASOTA, FL (September 21, 2017) – The Sarasota Bayfront Planning Organization, Inc. 
(SBPO) announced the shortlist of four teams being considered as the master planner for The 
Bay. This marks a major milestone towards realizing the vision and implementing the 
community-formulated Guiding Principles for Sarasota’s 42-acre city-owned bayfront property. 
 
Last July, the SBPO began its search for a qualified team to take on the master planning process. 
After careful review of the 22 responses from multi-disciplinary teams with 81 firms from across 
the country, and with many hours of discussion at publicly-noticed planning and development 
committee and board meetings with Board members, committee resources, and HR&A, the 
SBPO Board voted at its most recent meeting to shortlist four teams.  
 
“Though all respondents were capable of taking on a project of this caliber, after extensive 
review we felt the four finalists were uniquely qualified for The Bay,” said Rob Lane, SBPO 
Board member and co-chair of the Planning and Development Committee. “We look to the 
interviews on October 3 and 4 to get a clearer understanding of how each firm works and which 
one fits our community best.”  
 
The four teams ultimately selected for the shortlist were judged strongest on RFQ selection 
criteria:  importantly, master planning and project development experience and understanding of 
the Sarasota bayfront opportunity. The four teams are, in alphabetical order: 
 

• Cooper Robertson, New York, NY  
• Perkins+Will, Atlanta, GA  
• Rogers Partners, New York, NY 
• Sasaki, Watertown, MA 

 



The shortlisted teams will spend the next week developing responses to Board questions and 
their individual team presentations for the publicly-noticed interviews, which will also include 
questions from the public.  Each team will have three hours to discuss their project approach, and 
what they see as the opportunities and challenges with satisfying the community-formulated 
Guiding Principles.   
 
The interviews will take place on October 3 and 4 at the Robert L. Taylor Community Center at 
1845 34th Street, Sarasota, FL, 34234. The public can register and post potential questions on the 
SBPO website at www.sbpo.org.  
 
The Prime Consultant will be selected by the SBPO Board on October 11, 2017, to move 
forward with teaming and contracting for the master planning process. The final plan is 
scheduled to be presented to the City Commission in the third quarter of 2018.  
 
For more information, please visit www.TheBaySarasota.org or contact Mike Marraccini at 
mcm@largeinc.com or by calling 941-914-5324.  
 
Interview Line-up: 
 
October 3, 2017 

• 9:00 am – 12:00 pm:  Perkins+Will 
• 2:00 pm – 5:00 pm:  Sasaki 

October 4, 2017 
• 9:00 am – 12:00 pm:  Cooper Robertson 
• 2:00 pm – 5:00 pm:  Rogers Partners 

 
Get Involved: 
 
This is your chance as a community member to get involved.  First, register with the SBPO at 
https://www.sbpo.org and submit a question to ask the shortlisted firms.  SBPO will compile the 
questions and incorporate them into the interviews that will be conducted with the firms on 
October 3 and 4, 2017.   
 
The second opportunity is to attend any or all of the four interviews with the shortlisted firms.  
You can register to attend the interviews on the SBPO website listed above.  
 
Lastly, volunteers are needed to man an information booth at the Sunset on The Bay concert at 
the Van Wezel Bayfront Lawn on Saturday, September 30 from 4-8 pm as we welcome visitors 
from around the world from the World Rowing Championships. This free concert will be a great 
opportunity to reach out to the community and discuss the redevelopment of The Bay. If you can 
volunteer, please contact Shantel Norman at admin@sarasotabayfront2020.com.  
 
About Sarasota Bayfront Planning Organization (SBPO) 
 
The Sarasota Bayfront Planning Organization (SBPO) was formed in 2016, building on work 
completed by the Sarasota Bayfront 20:20 organization to advance the development of City-
owned land along the Sarasota Bayfront. This private-public partnership with the City of 
Sarasota is headed by a nine-person board comprised of trusted and experienced individuals with 
a diverse set of competencies.  The SBPO is tasked with ensuring the delivery of a professionally 



prepared master plan for the sustainable development of the 42-acre Sarasota Bayfront in 
accordance with the Guiding Principles established by the community and the City of Sarasota 
Commission. The SBPO will oversee the development of an operating structure that will 
professionally manage the Sarasota Bayfront Project during and following construction. For 
more information, visit www.sbpo.org.  

### 


