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Sarasota Bayfront Planning Organization Launches The Bay 
TheBaySarasota.com will serve as the unified platform for the Bayfront project previously 
referred to by various other names 
 
SARASOTA, FL (July 25, 2017) – Sarasota Bayfront Planning Organization (SBPO) launches 
a new name and website unifying the Bayfront project under a singular brand in efforts to reduce 
confusion throughout the community. The Bay was developed through stakeholder roundtables 
after recognizing an unclear delineation in messaging between Bayfront 20:20 and SBPO. 
 
“We needed a singular name or brand that could stand the test of time,” said AG Lafley, twice 
former CEO of Proctor & Gamble and current Board Chair for SBPO.  “Launching The Bay will 
help all involved in this initiative deliver a clear, unified message and will eliminate any 
confusion, allowing for clear explanations for outreach, fundraising and communication efforts 
as our vision towards a revitalized and sustainable Bayfront moves forward.”  
 
Confusion between partnering organizations Bayfront 20:20 and SBPO, along with their 
messaging, has arisen during the Bayfront revitalization.  By creating The Bay, both 
organizations can build and develop community involvement through the different phases 
leading toward an ecologically sound, sustainable, and engaging public Bayfront.  
 
“We needed to make our message clearer for the community,” said Michael Klauber, volunteer 
chairman of Bayfront 20:20.  “I applaud everyone involved who saw the foresight and vision in 
creating a name that’s recognizable and something the entire community can rally behind.  The 



next few weeks are vital in distributing a clear message for the future of the city-owned 42-
acres.” 
 
The Bay will be the public’s unified platform to receive all information regarding the progress 
being made by both SBPO and Bayfront 20:20.  The public can register to sign up and stay up-
to-date through each phase towards a revitalized public Bayfront.  The Bay also has activated 
social pages on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram at: 
 
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/thebaysarasota 
Twitter:  www.twitter.com/thebaysarasota 
Instagram:  TheBaySarasota 
 
For more information, please visit www.TheBaySarasota.com or contact Mike Marraccini at 
mcm@largeinc.com or by calling 941-914-5324.  
 
About Sarasota Bayfront Planning Organization (SBPO) 
 
The Sarasota Bayfront Planning Organization (SBPO) was formed in 2016, building on work 
completed by the Sarasota Bayfront 20:20 organization to advance the development of City-
owned land along the Sarasota Bayfront. This private-public partnership with the City of 
Sarasota is headed by a nine-person board comprised of trusted and experienced individuals with 
a diverse set of competencies.  The SBPO is tasked with ensuring the delivery of a professionally 
prepared master plan for the sustainable development of the 42-acre Sarasota Bayfront in 
accordance with the Guiding Principles established by the community and the City of Sarasota 
Commission. The SBPO will oversee the development of an operating structure that will 
professionally manage the Sarasota Bayfront Project during and following construction. For 
more information, visit www.sbpo.org.  
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