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Sarasota Bayfront Planning Organization Receives Grant  
Charles & Margery Barancik Foundation awards grant to the Sarasota Bayfront Project Fund 
 
SARASOTA, FL (May 9, 2017) – The Sarasota Bayfront Planning Organization (SBPO) was 
recently awarded a $100,000 grant from the Charles & Margery Barancik Foundation to support 
the organization’s efforts to deliver a professionally prepared master plan for the sustainable 
development of the 42-acre Sarasota Bayfront.   
 
“Our vision of an engaging public Bayfront for the community is one step closer thanks to the 
Charles & Margery Barancik Foundation,” said AG Lafley, SBPO Chairman.  “The Barancik 
Foundation’s devotion to the betterment of this community is inspiring.  This grant will help 
enable us to develop a master plan for the future of Sarasota’s Bayfront.”  
 
The funds will be used to hire the professional skill sets required to deliver a long-term master 
plan for the Sarasota Bayfront area.  The master plan will establish the 42-acre Bayfront as a 
cultural, economic and recreational legacy for the region while ensuring open, public access to 
the Bayfront.  
 
The SBPO is raising funds from private sources in the community to cover the entire cost of the 
master planning process.  For more information, visit www.sbpo.org.  
 
About Sarasota Bayfront Planning Organization (SBPO) 
 
The Sarasota Bayfront Planning Organization (SBPO) was formed in 2016, building on work 
completed by the Sarasota Bayfront 20:20 organization to advance the development of City-
owned land along the Sarasota Bayfront. This private-public partnership with the City of 
Sarasota is headed by a nine-person board comprised of trusted and experienced individuals with 
a diverse set of competencies.  The SBPO is tasked with ensuring the delivery of a professionally 
prepared master plan for the sustainable development of the 42-acre Sarasota Bayfront in 
accordance with the Guiding Principles established by the community and the City of Sarasota 



Commission. The SBPO will oversee the development of an operating structure that will 
professionally manage the Sarasota Bayfront Project during and following construction. For 
more information, visit www.sbpo.org.  
 
About Charles & Margery Barancik Foundation 
 
The Charles and Margery Barancik family has long believed in the power of philanthropy to 
shape our world and enrich the lives of all people.  It was the expression of this belief that led 
them in 2014 to establish the Charles & Margery Barancik Foundation—a private, family 
foundation located in Sarasota, Florida.  The Barancik Foundation creates initiatives and awards 
grants in Sarasota and beyond in the areas of education, humanitarian causes, arts and culture, 
the environment, and medical (research/resources).  For further information, please contact Kelly 
Romanoff at KRomanoff@BarancikFoundation.org.   
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