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Sarasota Bayfront Planning Organization Names Planning and Communications Partners 
HR&A Advisors to partner on planning and project resourcing, atLarge to partner on 
communications, social media and website development 
 
SARASOTA, FL (April 27, 2017) – The Sarasota Bayfront Planning Organization (SBPO) is 
pleased to announce the selection of local marketing agency, atLarge, Inc., to head 
communications and New York-based HR&A Advisors, Inc. to facilitate the project design team 
selection process for the comprehensive master plan for 42 acres of City-owned land along 
Sarasota’s Bayfront.  
 
“Sarasotans have made important progress articulating a vision and guiding principles for a 
diverse and dynamic public Bayfront,” said AG Lafley, SBPO Chairman. “We are excited to 
advance the community’s vision for the Bayfront by engaging best-in-class planning, design and 
communications partners.”  
 
In the coming months, HR&A and the SBPO will organize and execute a transparent design team 
solicitation process that will seek to attract top design talent from around the world and 
culminate in the engagement of a professional master planning team that will work with the City 
of Sarasota.  
 
“Revitalizing Sarasota’s Bayfront is one of the most exciting and promising opportunities for 
urban transformation in the United States.  We look forward to recruiting a design team that will 
help Sarasotans realize their aspirations for the Bayfront,” said Candace Damon, Vice Chairman 
of HR&A Advisors. 
 
The SBPO anticipates that a design team will be in place by the fall of 2017, with a master plan 
and implementation strategy expected to be recommended to the City of Sarasota by early 2019.  
The plan will embrace and reflect the needs of the community and transform the Bayfront in a 
manner that is financially feasible, operationally viable, and environmentally sustainable.  
 



The SBPO is raising funds from private sources in the community to cover the entire cost of the 
master planning process.   
 
To learn more about SBPO’s vision and guiding principles, and to view previous master plans, 
visit www.sbpo.org.  
 
About Sarasota Bayfront Planning Organization (SBPO) 
 
The Sarasota Bayfront Planning Organization (SBPO) was formed in 2016, building on work 
completed by the Sarasota Bayfront 20:20 organization to advance the development of City-
owned land along the Sarasota Bayfront. This private-public partnership with the City of 
Sarasota is headed by a nine-person board comprised of trusted and experienced individuals with 
a diverse set of competencies.  The SBPO is tasked with ensuring the delivery of a professionally 
prepared master plan for the sustainable development of the 42-acre Sarasota Bayfront in 
accordance with the Guiding Principles established by the community and the City of Sarasota 
Commission. The SBPO will oversee the development of an operating structure that will 
professionally manage the Sarasota Bayfront Project during and following construction. For 
more information, visit www.sbpo.org.  
 
About atLarge, Inc. and HR&A Advisors 
 
atLarge, Inc., founded in 2006, is a global digital agency that provides business strategy, 
marketing, design and technology services to clients focused on solving meaningful business 
challenges. atLarge’s purpose is to connect people with the places, products and ideas they are 
seeking through captivating and intuitive solutions while building a company that is playful, 
daring and pioneering. For more information, visit www.atlargeinc.com.  
 
HR&A Advisors (HR&A) is an industry-leading economic development and public policy 
consulting firm, providing strategic advisory and implementation support for some of the most 
complex redevelopment, open space and placemaking projects in the country. HR&A has 
worked with leading urban design firms to transform waterfronts and other urban districts around 
the country, including Brooklyn Bridge Park and the High Line in New York City, Capitol 
Riverfront in Washington, D.C. and Daniel Island in Charleston, South Carolina. Visit 
www.hraadvisors.com.  
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